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Funeral Sermon, |, 
ON 


2 SAM. lit. 33,34 
23. eAnd the King lamented over Abner, 


and ſaid, Died "Abner as fool dieth © 
24. Thy hands were not bound, nor thy feet 
put into fetters : as aman falleth before 
wicked men, ſo felleſt thou. eAnd all 


the people wept agam over him —. 


weApys F I could at any time allow m 


24 SO ſelf to tranſgreſs the rules of this 


We 19% place, to Preach without a Text, 

&Y Gf it ſhould be now, having this 

! "Sag ſubject before me. Here's a ſub. 

ject that makes it's own Sermon and its own 

Prayer. The Blood of Abel ſpeaks, faith the A- Heb. xi. 4. 

poltle. This Innocent Blood ſpeaks and cries 
| - an 
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Rev, v1, 19. 


| in the Ears of God, (the All-knowing God 


that hears matter without words; ) it ſpeaks 
and cries aloud to him for Vengeance : How 
long, O Lord, holy and true, doſt thou not judg and 
avenge * | | 

It ſpeaks to you, to your eyes, and'to- your 
hearts, many fad and aſtoniſhing things. I 
judg of others by my (elf; I do not hear, bur 
[ teel what this ſpeaks to me ? Ir ſpeaks in ſuch 
Language as this, | 

Oh. my Friends! I ſpent my life in ſervin 
you. It was my bulinels to do- Jultice rs, 
ſhew Mercy. See what had for it, Inſnared 
and Butcher'd by wicked Men againſt Fuſtice 
and without Mercy. How many things did1 
endure ere they brought meto this 2 How ma- 
ay: Lies were you told the mean while, to hide 
it from you ? How many deaths have I ſuffered 
before Death came to relieve me ? And if that 
would have ſatisfied them, it they would but 
have Buried me, you ſhould have heard none 
af all this. But their Malice went farther , 
My poor. mangled nvacerated Body muſt be 
thrown out to Birds and Beaſts, and my 
Name to the obloquy of worſe men. Then it 
was time for me to ſpeak for. my ſelf, and 
God brought a number of you to: hear me : 
001 then 
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then I {aid, ſee, ſee, O my Friends, how they 
haveuſed.me! Behold the Spectacle they have 
given you. 

I ſaw icramong the reſt : It was a moſt dil: 
mal fight, ſuch as that which *we read of 
Judsg. xix. 30. It was ſo, that all that ſaw it, ſaid, 
There was no ſuch deed done nor ſeen from the time 
that we firſt came to be a Nation, till this day. 

"Tis poflible I might find ſomething like it a- 
mong other Nations ; bur [ ſhall confine my ſelf 
to what we find among the people of God. 
And of all that God delivers to us in Scripture, 
among them, I think there is no example like 
that of che Murther of Abner, which occaſioned 
thoſe words which I have choſen for my Text. 
And becauſe I do not intend to dwell upon 
that, I ſhall ſhew you (but briefly) theſe three 
particulars in it, - 

Firſt, the Perſon; ſecondly, his Sufferings ; 
and thirdly, the Conſequences of it. 

Firſt, the Perſon, that was Abner, an emi- 
nent man, both in dignity, and -alfo in uſeful- 
neſs among his people. 

Secondly, His Sufferings ; a bloody violent 
death. And herein I have three things to con- 
fider. 

Firſt, the kind of Fact : Hedied, - he fell by 

| Og 7 wicked 


Rc 
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wicked men : He was Murthered by Joab and 
Abiſhat. . 

Secondly, the manner of it; Perfidiouſly 
and cruelly, with ſhew of the greateſt Friend- 
fhip they inhumanly killed him. 

Thirdly, the Authoxs of it; Such as can pre- 
tend Friendſhip to deſtroy ; ſuch no doubt are 
wicked men, the moſt dangerous ſort of wick. 
edmcn. By ſucha Wiſe man may be caught, 
and die like a Fool; a mighty man may be 
deprived of the ufe of his hands ; a wary man 
may be deprived of the uſe of his feet : There 
is nofighting with ſuch; nor no running away 
from ſuch an Enemy. . 

This David, expreſt in his Lamentation, 
which moved the People to theirs, and that 
was the Conſequence of it, which comes laſt 
to be conſidered. 

I ſhall repeat you my Text, that you may 
ſee how alltheſe parts lie together. 

* The King Lamented over Abner, and ſaid, Died 
Abner as a Fool dieth * Could he make no ſhift 
for himſelf 2 Why couldſt chou- not fight > Thy 
hands were not bound, nor thy feet put in Fetters, 
why could thou not run away ? The reaſon is 
plain, chou couldit do nothing to help thy ſelf. 
Thou wert caught in a trap. As a man falleth be- 

| ; fore... 


A Funeral Sermon. 5 
fore wicked men, ſo felleft thou. This the King 
having ſaid, all the People, who wept before, 
now wept again over Abner. WE 
For the Perſon here ſponen of ; He was a(a) (): $am-xiv. 
Prince of the Blood, (b) Couſin German to (b) Toſepbo &- 
King Saul, and General of his Armies all his *%@- 
Reign. He was an excellent perſon (as (c) G27 An 
Foſephus deſcribes him) for Counſel, and Cou. 
rage, and Diligence, and Experience in af- 
fairs. There is grounds believe this from Scri- 
pture, which makes him afrer Saul's Death, to 
have been the only ſupport of his Son and Suc- 
ceſlor Tſhboſheth. *Tis {aid 2 Sam. ii. 8. 9. That 
Abner took l{hboſheth, and made bim King over 
all Tſrael. He might, in all probabilicy, con- 
| ſidering the others weaknels, eaſily have made 
himſelf King if he pleaſed. But he was true 
to his Relation and his Truſt. Inthis Chapter, 
at the ſixth verſe, He ſet himfelf with all bis might 
for the Houſe of Saul. | 
Amidft his cares and concerns for the State, 
he was not forgetful of the Church, as anpears 
by his Dedications, 1 Chron. xxvi. 28, 
I fiad nothing that can any way blemiſh his 
Memory, unlels it was ſomething contajned. 
in this Chapter, where it is ſaid, that he was. | 
charged by I/hbofheth, with diſhonouring the 
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Faleph. Ib, 


_ 2 Sam, iy. 9, 
I 0, 


2 Sam.111.11; 


Verſe 132 Es * 
IS, 


Bed of his late Mater. ver. 7. He asked him, 
Wherefore haſt thou gone in unto my Fathers Concu- 
bines ? Joſephus belicveth the information was 
not true; and it ſeems not ſo likely of one of 
his age, being then above {1xty years old when 
the King charged him with it. 

The more caule he had to. lay this to hearr. 
It made that great man think his Service 
miſplaced ; and that God was not pleaſed with 
what he did for Sauls Family, in oppoſition to 
David, who had a better title tro the Crown. 
He knew that the Government was not yet 
made Heredirary, bur that ir was conferred 
immediately by God, who had decreed that 
he would take away Saul and ſet up David in 
his ſtead. And refle&ting upon this, Abner 
{wore he would now make amends for his Er- 
ror, he would bring over the Kingdom to 
David. 

This I/Þboſheth heard ; and durſt not gain-ay. 
Nay, it ſeems he conſented toit, by what fol- 
loweth. For when Abner ſent co David for 
Terms, and he required this preliminary point, 
that his Wife Michal ſhould be ſent home to 
him ; we read that 1/hboſheth uſed his Authority 
in the matter. He ſent for his Siſter Michal, 
and delivercd her to Abner, to take her m_ 

im 


ba: Te 


eA. Funeral. Sermon. 


him when he went to. perfe&t his agreement 
This being ſuppoſed, that he had- I/hboſheths 
conſent, I do nor fee what can be blamed in 
the conduct of Abner. I ſee much to be com- 
mended in him; eſpecially conſidering the 
greatneſs of his Birth, and how near he was to 
the Crown, and in what probability he ſtood 
for it; that notwithſtanding all theſe temprati- ' 
ons, he ſtil] adhered to juſt and right, he kept 
his Loyalty to his Prince, he did all poſlible. 
Service tohis Country. | 
He was about the greateſt work, to ſecure 
both the peace and the Religion of Gods peo- 
ple, in uniting them under che government of 
David ; when unexpectedly he was taken off 
by Death, which 1s the ſecond thing I am to 
con{1der. | | 
His Death was Untimely, and Bloody, and 
'Treacherous. 
Firſt, Untimely , for he. was then- in. the 


d, 


midſt of his Bufineſs. He had been at Hebron: ; sam. iif »e, . 


with David. He had made his terms with ** 
him , ſuch as would have united all Trael 
without a ſtroke; ſuch as would have ſaved 
Ifhboſheth's like, as appears by. what. follows, 
* 2.Sam.iv. 1. (which confirms me in' what, I 


ſaid. 
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ſaid, that he had his confone along with him; 


For- there it is ſaid) When Saul's Son beard 


that Abner was dead, his hands were feeble, and 
all the Iſraelites were troubled. Then, and not 
before, the reins of Government fell out of 


his -hands. He-could hold them no longer, 


-when his friend Abner was dead. Both his 


and all T/rael's hopes, depended upon Abner's 
ſafe return. | 

. 'And he was ſo far towards it. He was then 
upon the way, when he was fetched back to 
Hebron by a Meſlenger in David's name. 'So 


* Teſeph: Th. Toſepbus underſtands thoſe words in the 26. 


verſe, But David knew not of it; It was in 


2 Saw. 3. 27. 


Teſeph, To. 


David's name, but he knew it nor. 

And when Abner was come back, even at 
the Gate of the Royal City, he was mer and 
received by ſome friends whom he did not 
ſuſpet. They had him apart from his com- 
pany, they brought him into a lone place, 
&s Gy droppntg {faith Foſephus, to tell him {ome- 


thing which the King had forgot. And there 


he ſoon had his Meflage ; icwasa Stab, that 
tanend to his life. - 
The Authors of this fat were as ſoon known 
as the fact it ſelf, They were Foab and A- 
biſhai, the' Sons of Zerviah; men' that had a 
| : | pretence 
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'pretence to do this, in revenge of th 
ther- whom Abner had ſlain ſome years fince 
in defence of his own life. 
M reaſon; but the Scripture mentions that, 
as the only one they had togive. The true 
reaſon was ( ſaith the Jewiſh Hiftorian, who 


Revenge Was ah © 


of their Bro- » Sam Hl.-27, 


is herein followed by moſt Chriſtians, ) be- 7:96-tb. 


cauſe they feared that among Abxer's Terms, 
this was one, to keep his place, co be Gene- 
ral of the Armies of Jſrael. That interfered 


with the Ambition of theſe men, who were *. 


reſolved to have all the power tothemſelves, 
ro admit of no ſharer. They would ſcarce 


take inthe King himſelf; Even He complain. 


ed, they were too hard for him, in the laſt 

yerſe of this Chapter. Tam weak this day, though 

andinted King, and theſe men the Sons of Zerviah 

are too hard for me. * It appeared they were lo, 

2 this, that he durſt not call them to account 
r 1k, 


' But he did all that he could. He diſclaim. 


ed, he deteſted the wicked fa&t ; He curſt the 2 $an.ii. 8, 


Authors of ic moſt bitterly. He expoſed them ©© 


to the people ; requiring chem all co mourn 

for Abner, and to ſhew all poſſible ſigns of 

it, by renting their cloaths; and putting on 

Sackcloth; which the people did moſt wil. 
, C 


# 
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lingly, and Joab durft not bur do it among the 
reſt, In this mournful array they attended him 
to his grave. The King followed him weep- 
ing, and all the' people wept with him, (aith the 
SAd - | | 

When they had buried him, theKing pro- 
nounced the #*mGqo» Jphkdoy, rhe funeral Song, for 
fothe word n»p {ign:f&s, which being in Joab's 
and Abifhai's preſence, it was a freſh mortihi- 
carion to them, as well as a juſt honour to 
Abner. The King lamentedover ABNE R, ſay- 
ing, &Cc. | 
_ I intended all this but tro thew you in 
Scripture a Record which God hath given us 
of his peoples behaviour in ſuch a caſe as 
we have hikes us. Such as that in divers re- 
ipects, though very different in many other. 
And yet whereinleever they differ, if their caſe 
exceed our's in ſome reſpects, it is exceeded 
by our's in ſo many more, as may ſufficiently 
juſtifie us, and 'oblige us to the like Lamenta- 
tion. | 

Only bating this one Circumſtance, 4b- 
ner's high birth and quality , being a Prince 
of the blood, and 1o nearly allied to King 
David, (which, together with ſome other 
publick conſiderations, might well oblige Da- = 
vid 
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* vid himſelf to* be preſent at his Funeral. This 


we have no reaſon to expect of our King, 
who hath done in other reſpe&ts more than 
David could or durſt do for Abner. But ( wa- 
Fg this,) we have all other Confaderaci- 
ons, ſome greater than what God's people 
had in my Text, -to weep and weep again, 
in our private and in our public Lamenta- 
tions. | 

" Firſt, the Perſon, and hisPerſonal Accom- 
pliſhments, were ſuch, as, though I would not 


' compare them with Abners ; yet I would not 


leſſen him by declining the Compariſon. 
They were very conſiderable in his rank. 
He was a great blefling to this place, and 
will be ſo underſtood, as all God's Bleflings 
are, by the loſs of them. | 
Bur ſecondly, for the Kind of our loſs, for 
the things that he indured., for the manner 
in which he was brought to ir, for the 
Treachery and Barbarity of it; Theſe things 
are ſo far above all that were .in Abner's 
caſe, that we cannot admit them into the 
compariſon. . Oy 
Thirdly, For the Authors of Abner's Mur- 
ther, they. were known, by this, and one 
more, that .of Ameſai whom they killed: in 
*4 like 
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like manner. But for our's they are unknown. 
We are yet to enquire for them, and we haye 
reaſon to fear we may find them too late, and. 
yet too foon. 1. | 

Laſtly, for the Conſequences, I ſhall bF 
you how the King hath lamented it ; and how, 
belides all chat we have done, we are yet to do 
it ſo as to make the beſt of our loſs ; To ſow in 
Tears that we may reap in Joy. That is the 
End and Benefit of our Lamencation. 

Firſt of the Perſon, I muſt crave leave to ſay 
ſo much as may juſtifie che public ſorrow upon * 
the account of an Extraordinary. loſs. And 
being my ſelf particularly concerned in it, may 
be allowed: ta ſpeak with the more freedom. 
"Tis all che way ; have to ſhew my Gratitude 
for the many good offices that I among many. 
ethers received from him, while he was living. 
And what I am to ſay, I have lo well confider- 
ed, that I Jdonorfear to be ſuſpected of Flattery 
by any that knew him ſo well as moſt of you - 
did in this place. 

As te thoſe things which belong to a private 
Chriſtian,] ought toknow him betrer than moſt 
others; and I did know that by him which gives 
me abundantcomfort in his Death. I knew him 
w be a Juſt and Chariable man, a Devour, a 

+ Zealous 
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Zxealous and Conſcientious Chriſtian. His Re- 
ligion-was more foruſe than for ſhew. Andyer - 
he was conſtant in all the acts of GodsWorſhip. 
He loved the Communion of the Church, as 


. well out of Judgment as Aﬀe&ion. And rhough 


the compallion that he had for all men that did 
amiſs, extended it {elf to all manner of Difſen- 
ters; and among them he had a kindneſs for the 
Perſons of many Reman-Catholicks : Yet he al- 
ways declared a particular Hatred and Deteſta- 


tion of Popery. Ifay this on purpoſe tobe re- - - 


membred, ( becauſe ſome would have him a 
Popiſt, or inclined that way, ) Inever pleaſed 
him with any- duty I performed, at leaſt he 
never thanked me for any, ſo much, as he did - 
for thole Sermons which I preacht here againſt 
Popery. ; p s 

Bur theſe things are leſs conſiderable in our 


' leſs, we are more concerned for what he was in 


his Public capacity. And for that he feem'd 
made'and fitted up with more than ordinary 
care : God ſeemed to-have ſingled him forth, 
and deſigned him to be the uſeful man thathe 
was in this place. | 
He- was compoſed. for it, both by Nature, 
and-Education,and Choice,and Study, and Pra- 
ice: I know. not what could be added romake 
bim fatter than he was. * He 
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*"He was -(as it were} Born to be a Juſtice of 
Peace; his Grand-father, his Father, his elder 
Brother were (o before him. The two laſt were 
alſo Members of Parliament. His great Grand- 
father was a Captain, which was cenſiderable 


in thoſe days. 


His Education was ſuitable to this Berth; be- 
ing brought up at Weſtminſter School , from 
whence he was ſent to the Univerſity, thence 
to Travel in forein parts; theg-he cameto live 
inthe Inns of. Court, where:wanting health, 
he retired for a time into the” Countrey : And 
now all .our hopes of him might ſeem to have 
been defeated at once. But that God, who by 
his Providence, deſigned hin for this place, 
brought him back with an intimate Friend and 
Relation ; who having ſuffered much for the 
late King, whole Servant he was, turned what 
he had left into Money, and to make the moſt 
of that, employed it in a Wood-yard in this 
Pariſh. | | : 

. Qur Friend could have no great Eſtate, be- 
ing the tenth Son. of his Father, who had four 
Sons younger than he was : and his Father was 
a younger Son of his Grand-fathet : So that 
though his 'Father had a' plentiful Eſtate, and 
his Grand-father one of the faireſt in his Coun- 


try 
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try, yet but a ſmall portien of theſe could fall to 


his ſhare. 


Bift what he had, he laid it out as Partner 
with his Friend, and ſo improved it, till he 
had whereyith to live like himſelf. And then, 
he that was never bredto a Trade, needed not 
be per{waded to eaſe himſcli of ir. He found 
other buſineſs more equal to his Soul : Which 
having practiſed ar firit, with his other employ. 


O ; 
ment, afterwards he withdrew from all other 


buſineſs to this. He dedicated himſelt wholly 


 - to it; made his Country'his Family, this Pa- 


riſh his Wife and Children ; attended wholly 
to their good, to keep up Law, and Juſtice, 


and Safety, and Liberty ; to ſavdthers from 


violence and wrong, to reduce them from diſ- 
order and idlenels. : | 

He was perhaps the Man of our Age,that did 
the molt good in that Station : I ſhould nor 


| doubt of it, having ſo great an Author. He that 


ought to know belt, hath often faid, Sir Ed- 
mund Godfrey he took to be the beſt Juſtice of Peace 


in this Kingdom. 


He knew what he had reaſon to expect 
would come of this, the emulation even of _ 


good men,for they are but men. And he ſhewed 


his own'infirmity in this, that ſometimes he 
h- | Was 
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was troubled at it. But for others, he deſpiſed 

whatſoever they thought or ſaid. He knew be- 
fore hand the price of _ his duty, how ma- 
ny ill men he muſt diſpleale, what Scoffs and 
Cenſures he muſt. indure,what hazards he muſt 
gun. And this was all he expected for his la- 
bour. - - 

He thought it worth the while, to ſuffer this 
for God's Glory and the Public Good. *Tis vul. 
gar 'Virtue that puts men only upon ſafe good 
things: *Tis Virtue in its Perfection, when one 
dares do well, and ſuffer for it. And of this 
degree, he ſhewed ſome as great proofs, as per. 
haps have been given in our days. ; 

In the Mague-time, who would have done 
as he did ? nor only to ftay here, but to expoſe 

. himſelf upon every Occaſion, It was much 
* to indure the very Air, that, beſides its own 
Putrefation, was filled with the fteams' 'of 
fo many theuſands of dying-breaths. It was 
fearful to ſee and hear the mournful Objects 
and Cries that ———— every-where about 
the ſtreet. It was a deſperate thing to Fleſh and 
Blood, teconverſe with them, and to be inthe 
midſt of them. . . Gad knows, when I am cal- *' 
led to this, how I ſhall-perform ic ; But he did, 
| what I havceven trembled to hear; Heted lo 


many 
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well Phylic as food, expoſing himlſelfto be pul- 


: led andhaled by them ſometimes. And that 


- whichexceeds all the reſt, where the Officers 


durſt nor, he went himſelf into the Peſthoule to 


| ſejze on a Malefactor. 


Thele are inſtances of higha Courage, ſo un- 


| daunted a Zeal to Public Good, that if we 
: ſhould have the like occaſion again, (which 


God forbid) we could ſcarce hope to find the 


- like Inſtances. He could not ſhew the like him- 
- ſelf atother times. 


And therefore I ſhall the more eaſily paſs 


: over thoſe things which in themſelves were ve- 

' ry conſiderable ; thoſe Watchings, and Hazards, 

! and Toils, which would have been great mar- 

/ ters ro others ; But they were leſs to him, be- 

7 cauſe he had inured himſelf ro them. They 
/ were by long and conſtant practice become fo 

' natural to.him, that he feemed to have left him- 

| ſelf, no ſenſe of any Labour, . no Wearineſs 

; of watching, no Apprehenſion of Danger, in 
: any thing by which he might do ſervice to God, 

: the King, and his Country. "There are but few 

' } fuch men living, the greater is onr loſs by 
' his Death. 


A 
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Pſal. xc, 10. 


A great loſs, if he had died a Natural Death. 
Then we ſhould haye ſubmitted to the will of : 
God. Andſowe muft now. But we could | 
eaſter have done ir, if he had lived out his time, © 
and done all the good we could have hoped | 
from him. If he had lived the Age of a man, * 
as his Grand:father did; or as his Father, to ' 
that which Mofes calls Labour and Sorrow, or | 
as his Mother, who is eighty fix years old, and 
yet living. How much good might one do o : 
qualified as he was, ſo difpoled, lo reſolved, ſo 
verſt in Buſineſs > How much more good might | 
he have done, if he had lived to thoſe Years ? | 
Bur to be taken of} ar {1x and fatty, as he was, | 


when he might have lived much longer, to go | 


on doing ſtill as he did; the thought of chis 2 
hath much uneaſinels jn it. = 

But then farther, to think how he was taken ! 
away ; by a violent Death, He was Murther- | 
ed; The very mention of this ſtrikes horror in- : 
to one that conſiders it. Human Nature ab- : 
hors it. Much- more, Grace in Chriſtians, !: 
whom God hath ſtrictly forbidden ir, by all * 
the Laws that are given to Chriſtians. 


1 
'{ 

Butthen,to murther a Magiſtrate,that ſhould *, 
be the Keeper of thoſe Laws; This is ſo much 7; 
beyond Common Horrof, I know nor how to. 
expreſs ; 
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expreſs it. If it were an Aſſault, if it were a 
falſe Impriſonment, much more if the Mur- 
ther, of any ocher perſo02, the Magiſtrate is he 


| thatſhould puniſh it. But that he ſhould be 


murthercd himſelf ! To murther Hm, it can- 


; not be withour the higheſt Aﬀront, to Autho. 
: rity, and Laws, to the King, to the whole Na- 
> tion, to God himlelf. Alaſs! that ſuch wicked- 
! neſs ſhould be done in our Nation, in this City, 
 1n this Place. 


Bur eſpecially upon ſuch a Magiſtrate, that 


: was the bleſſing of this place. They could not 
: hurthim, but they muſt hurt us all, for whom 
: helived, and cared, more than for himſelf, for 
: whom he alſo died, as we have too much rea- 
: ſon to believe. Conſidering this, it concerns 
: us all to know how he died. 


There are ways, . that a Wiſe man may die 


| like a-Fool ; that he can neither fight nor run a- 
| way (as my Text ſhews us.) Thus died Abner, 
and thus died our Friend ; and this heightens our 


» 


* horror above meaſure. Had he died by ſudden 
:chance, or by open Malicious defign,it had hap- 


pened to him as -it hath done to many others : 
But perhaps never any was Murthered as he 
was, ſo treacherouſly and baſely, and with 
ſuch bloody and barbarous Cruelty. 4 
D 2 
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For the Treacherouſneſs of it,. if Abner were | 
catcher ſo, it isno wonder. *T'is no hard thing 
for any one that hath made himſelt baſe enough, : 
that will violate his Faith, and break the bonds * 
of human ſociety ; to call another aſide, and | 
ſecretly ro cut his Throat. The pretence of | 
common Friendſhip is enough texneughto cn- - 
able any one thar is wicked enough, to do this. | 

Bur in our caſe,there was no need of ſo much 
as that pretence or colour of Friendihip. Any | 
Stranger might doit to a perſon of fo eaſe ac. | 
ceſs ; one that never denied himſelf to any one | 
that had need of him, one that neither feared 
force, nor affeed ſhew ; and therefore never 
rook ſo much as a Servantalong with him. He 
was at every ones call, to do that which was his. 
daily buſinefs, to make Peace, to do Juſtice, 
todo any good to any Perſon. Was itnor a” 
worthy Prize to get ſuch a one into their hands 2. 
Oh Cowards ! that could go ſuch a low mean. 
way to take kim. Oh Monſters! that ha-/ 
ving taken him, could find in their hearts to do. 
him-hurt. ; 
Well, he is now in their hands, as he: 
thinks, to do them Service in his place. 
What buſineſs have they for him 2 Whart they 
©1d, we are not, able to gueſs: But what: 

k $0 | they s 
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ere they did, appeared by woful tokens in this 
ing © poor body. 
oh, © God knows where they kept him. We know 
ads © only it was under reſtraint, and *twas not alto- 
nd . gether in darkneſs, by the Wax-candle-drops 
. of upon his Cloarhs; and therefore it wasnot al- 
en- © rogether Hell upon Earth , chough it was like it 
bis. in his uſage, that hetliſh uſage that he indured. 
uch | Ah poor Soul ! How many comfortleſs hours 
\ny | _ did he reckon 1n that mercileſs Trap where they 
ac kepr him ? How many inſulcing words, how 
one. many reproaches did he hear > What Racks, 
red *  Whar Bodilytortures might he probably ſuffer ? 
ver. And what Cordial, what RefeCtion to ſupport 
He him” under all this > We know nothing but what 
3 his . appeared in his Body ; his ſunk Belly, his empry 
tice, Stomach, his blanche Tongue, were all wit- 
ot a® neſles of his Chear. My Tears are my Meat day 
ids 2 and night, while T call upon my God. 
1ean. Yet we cannot ſay they ſtarved him. God 
ha- knows what they would have dane, had they 
o do. had -time ; bur in all likelyhood, it was the 
7 fear of Search that haſtned his Death. 
- bei And the lame death it was, that they deſcr- 
lace.” ved ten thouſand times over. They can ſuffer 
they. no worle (it they are taken) than. this, to be - 
what! Strangled, and then the Law hath done with. 


them. 


Y 
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Coagulation ? Twenty things more that have 


them. Burt when they had Strangled him, they 


had not done with him ſo, he mutt be caſt forth 
to the Birds and Beaſts ; and that with the for. 
mality of a Sword thruſt through his body, that 
if men.came to hnd him, they might judg that 
he had killed himſelf. Whether it were to ſave 
themſelves from Suſpicion, or whether out of 
malice to him, or whether both theſe together, 
God knows. . | 

Sure enough, it was the worſt they could do 
to him : It was that which being believed,would 
ruin all that they had lefr. All that they could 
not reach, the Law would, it he had Mur. 


thered himſelf. Ic muſt have ruined his Name, 


it had forfeited his Eſtate, ic had brought a blot 
upon his Family. Nothing could be done 


more to ſhew their Malice, if that were their 


meaning. | 
If they rather ſought to hide their own Guilt, 


it was ſurely an Infatuation from God : He took 


away their underſtandings, that they could not 
conſider thoſe things which every Child could 


' not but obſerve. What, would none miſs his 


Band, or take noticeof hisclean Shoes > Would 
none look for the effuſion of Blood, or take no: 
tice of that which hindred it, that ſo manifeſt 


been 
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been conſidered elſewhere, and are not to be 
repeated in this place. 

It was ſurely an Infatuation from God. Who 
having ſuffzred them co run on in their ſin to the 
urmolt, ro make that ſcarlet fin of Murther, 
even bluſh ati ſelf (if ic were poſſible ;) having 
ſuffered the Devil to teach them every thing elſe 
that he could think of, to confummate the Ru- 
in-of this good man ; yet was pleaſed ſototake 
away their underſtandings, that they could not 
fee ſo many evident proofs as would be made 
ro all the world, of his Innocence, and of their 
horrible wickedneſs. 

Bur now I ſpeak of Diſcovery,me-thinks 1 ſee 
you all ſtirred up, as it were, expeCting that 
I ſhould name you the Perſons that did this 
bloody Fact. I would I could, for ſundry 
reaſons. Burt I cannot pretend to that. I can 
only ſay with David, they were Wicked men. 
He was the common Enemy of all ſuch, and 
it pleaſed God to ler him fall into their hands. 
He fell by the hands of Wicked . men, that is 
certain. 

But if you-would know more, I will endea- 
your to ſhew you how poſſibly you may dil- 
cover them. Perhaps fome that are wiſer,would 
be-afraid to go fo far. But why ſo? Ifſpeak 


for 
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for himthat feared nothing, but to loſe an Op- 

ortunity of doing good. And in hopes to do 
good by it, I will be ſo far like him; I will nor 
fear to goon with what I offered, as to the diſ- 


- 
covery. 


There are three things to be chiefly conſi- 


dered in this matter. Firſt, Mens Actions : 
Secondly, Their Intereſts : and Thirdly, their 
Principles. We ſhall con{1der each of theſe. 
Firſt, their Actions and Practices, Since 
we know not who they are that were the Au- 


thors of this Wickednels, at leaſt can we find 


who they are that are not willing we ſhould 
know it2 They that have practiſed, and in- 
trigued to this purpole, to endeavour to hinder 
the Search, or the Diſcovery; if they knew 
what they did, we have reaſon to judg they 
were concerned, for themſelves, or for their 
Friends. 

You cannot but remember the duſt that 
was raiſed in the week when the Search ſhould 
have: been made; thoſe Calumnies, and thoſe 
various reports that went about, as it were, 
on purpole to hinder the diſcovery. One 
while he had withdrawn himſelf for Deb, 
Another while he was Married, and that not 
very decently ; Another while he was run away 

| with 
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with a Harlor; even what the Father of Lies 


put into their heads. 

At laſt, when they knew what they intend- 
ed to do with him; they prepared you to ex- 
pect it, by giving out that he had kill'd himſelf. 
You know how impatient they were to have 
this believed. -I was told it ſome hours before 
the diſcovery, that he was found with his own 
Sword through his Body. Others could tell 
that he had two wounds about him. Theſe 
things were found to be True ſome hours af- 
ter. , 

But then they deviſed ſundry Untruths toco- 
lour it. 

It was ſuggeſted that it might be done in Di- 
ſtraction, which (they ſaid) was an Heredita: 
ry Diſeaſe in his. Family, that his Father and 
his Grand-father had it before him ; that this 
Diſeaſe being ſtirred up by ſome miſ-apprehen- 
ſions, wrought that direful effe&t upon him, to 
make him kill himſelf. 

| Thele things (from whatſoever Author they 
came) being confidently ſaid, were as eafily 
believed by them that knew nothing to the con- 
trary. Iconfeſs I knew not what to think my 
ſelf, till I ſaw the contrary with any eyes. 
When I ſaw he was ſtrangled as well as thruſt 
E, through 
/ | 


/ 
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| through, I foon confidered, that no man = 


kill himſelf both thoſe ways. 

And then for the Scandal that was raiſed of 
his Family, I found upon inquiry, that all the 
colour they had to ſay it, was only this : that 
his Father was ſometime afflicced with Melan- 
choly, almoſt to Diſtraction ; bur it was before 
he was fifty years old; he "rl recovered of it, 
and lived titl the cightieth year of his Age. 
Beſides, I am informed, that there never was 
any appearance of the like Diſtemper in any one 
perſon of all that numerous Family * Nor did 
any of his Relations ever come to an ukimely 
end, as has been fallly reported. 
| For the Melancholy that was obterved in-our 


Friend, I think none, that knew him, ever 


thoughe i it Diſtra&tion, or any thing cending: 


that way ; buta choughrfulneſs fomerimes, thar- 


proceeded from the Intricacy and Mulciplicity 
of Buſineſs : I believe the weightieft buſinels 
that ever he had, was that which made him lay, 

tome days before his Death, T am told T ſhall 
be knock'd in the Head. He ſaid thisin my hear- 
ing, withour any great vihible Concern, He 
continued the fame he ever was, in his daily 


Canverfation; - Serious in buſineſs, but Chear- 


tal and Pleafanc atother times, Thais he ufed to 
be 
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be alway. He was lo the laſt day of his living 
life ; that is, till rhe hour that we loſt him. And 
how he was afterwards, I fuppole they beſt 
know, that were the Authors of theſe Rumors. 
That's one way to try men, I think, by their 
Actions and Practiles. 

A Second way to find out the Authors of any 
Fact, is to conſider who they were that were 
concerned to have it done. It was (afſius's word, 
Cui bono? For whoſe Intereſt was it? Now 
conſider for whole Intereſt it was to kill this 
Perlon. - | 

They muſt be ſome that were not ſafe while 
he lived; or ſome that might be the better for 
his death; and that in ſome conſiderable mea- 
ſure, ſuch as would requite all the danger they 
were to incur by it. 

If you know of any that could not think 
thn ſafe while he lived, you have great 
reaſon ta believe you know the Authors of his 
Death. LIhave not ſo far been privy to his do- 
ings, as that I could be able to enter into this 
Secret. es | 

Much leſs to know of any Perſonal Malice a- 
gainſt him. He that was ſo tender hearted,evento 
thoſe whom he puniſhed,could not provoke any 
one to this height of Revenge, : 
4 E 2 Much 
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| Much leſs were they Robbers, or any fixch 
Poor Rogues,thatkill men for what they have. 


| Theſedid their work Gratis. They left him all 


his Money. They took nothing bur his Band, 
Except Papers. | 

"Tis therefore very credible, that the Authors 
had ſome other Intereſt that moved them to it. 
And that ſeems rather to have been, againſt the 
Government and the Laws. They knew how 
firm he was in his Duty to both ; and perhaps 
they had tryed it in ſomething elte than we 
know of. » If ſo, they could not but think it 
worth their while to Hind him out of the World. 
One that durſt do his duty, when he knew, 
whom, and what, he ſhould provoke by ic; One 
that would give ſo ill an Example to other Ma- 
giſtrates, which if followed, might be the Rum 
of their Cauſe ; What could they think of ſuch - 
a man? We cannot ſcare him, We cannot 
bribe him, but we can kill him. They could nor 
have thought of amore Compendious way than 
this. 

Eſpecially, if the killing of him. would dit- 
hearten others, and ſo be a-means to weaken 
Authority and Laws. Such men cannot but 
know, that Publick-Spirited men are not ſo ma- 


ny; andthey that are, are but Men, They my 
of | | A 
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be daunted, they may. be diſcouraged. And 
what -can do that, more, than the Terror of 
{uch an Example? | 

I doubt not, they that did this, would ra- 
ther have done it Publickly for that reaton. As 
we hang up Thieves for Example to others ; 
ſo to hang up Juſtices for doing their Duty ; Oh 
that would be a pleaſant thing indeed! 

No, Gentlemen, we are not come to that 
yet. God knows, what we may come to for 
our Sins, and by your Means. Bur it will be the 
longer firſt, if che Laws can find you our, 'And 
towards that, we have ſome gueſs at you by this 
Token; They that are againſt the Eſtabliſhed 
Laws, it was their Intereſt to do this, That ts 
the Second thing. 

The Third T oken is, by their Principles. And 
ſo, wholoever did this, they ſhould be either 
{uch as hold nothing Unlawful, or at leaſtſuch 
as hold it Lawful to do luch things. 

For the Firſt, that is, Men of Atheiſtical 
Principles; they follow only their. Luſt, or 
their Intereſt; Which will ſcarce. unite any: 
number of men to carry on ſuch a formed de- 
ſign as this was. Orif it had, they would ſcarce 
have held together ſo long ? they would have 
impeached one another, and lo ſaved us _— 

our 
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bour of Dilcovering them by this Token. 
Ido not therefore charge it upon them thar hold 
nothing Unlawful. 

But how ſhall we excule them, that hold it 
Lawtful to do ſuch things 2 It there are ſuch 
Men in the World; and if the other Tokens a- 
gree to them, they lurely are the likelieſt that 
can be thought of for this Matter. | 

But ſuch a ſort of men there is, even here in 
England, and we have them among us. I could 
not but think of them when I named the other 
Tokens, and ſo muſt any one that hath been 
converſant in their Books, 

We need not put them upon the Rack, to 
make them Confeſs. They offer themlelves, 
they tell us ſuch things which we ſcarce dare 
tell you again. *T'is hes credible,how open- | 
ly, and how groſly,they teach men theſe things. 
They are the Jeſuits I ſpeak of. And whoſoe- 
ver reads their Books cannot but know I do not 
wrong them in what ſay. . 

I lay, Firſt, They teach men to raiſe ſuch 
Reports as we heard of this Perſon. 

And Secondly, T's their Intereſt to diſcou- 
rape the Execution of the Law. 

And Thirdly, They hold it Lawtul to kill Men 
that would prejudice them, or their Religion. , 
m_ | 
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If I prove theſe Three things, we have all = 
Tokens together, which 1 think are not to be 
* found fo in any other Perſons or Society. , Let 
. them clear themlelves as they can of the Fact. 
I will prove the T'okens. And "my for their 
teaching of C:lumny. 

In plain Terms, to ſlander another man in 
Defence of ones own Right or Honour, and eſ- 
pecially one of the Fathers to do it in Defence of 
the Society, ſome hold it plainly Lawful. Some 
ſay, itisa Venial Sin. For the Proofs you ma 
hnd them together in the Fiſteenth. of the Pro- 
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vincial Letters. If fo; what ſhould hinder theſe 


men from raiftng all choſe Reports of this Per- 
ſon? Since it was in Defence of themſelves, and 
of their Sect, if they killed him. 

Secondly, Fhar it was their Intereſt to kill 
him,*tis manifeſt; it they have any deſign againſt 
the Governments; And if either his Life would 
Have hindred or diſcovered them in it, or if his 
Death would diſcourage others. from being Ac- 
tive intheic Place. Bur that it isthe Inrereft of 
their Sect; :and'of their Church, to ſubvert the 
Governrtent; and that they for their Parts de- | 
ſign it now at this Preſent; I think this is ſo pal- 
pable, that I ſhould br loſe ttme in proving 


it, 
| Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, That they hold icLawful to kill in 


| ſuch caſes. For this, *ris as plainly delivered in 
their Writings, as any Article of Faith is in the 
Creed. | 
: They lay Firſt in General, To kill another, 
is Murther indeed, if you do it for Revenge, or 
any {uch Sinifter End. And therefore you muſt 
: be careful rodire&t your Intention aright. And 
tops oy "fo by directing the Intention, though you do the 
big jy ſame At, it is nor Murther. | 
ſee. 7.1118 * For Example (ſaith * Amicus,one of their Pro- 
+ 4dam Tan- 4 ; g R 
7. Theol. feſſors)if one threatens to publiſhgrievous crimes 


oo 00-3. C my Self or of my Order ; When I have no 0- 


- difſp. 4- 9-8. 


B83 ge DET Way toelcape this, I may lawfully kill him. 
Suez Jes And (faith he) *tis plain that I have no other 


b. 2. C. 9. K , 
dub. 8. ſe. Way, if he be ready to charge me or my Order 


47 ok Publickly, Coram graviſſimis viris, before men 
Filliut. MO- , : 

ralium Quzſt. an Authority. ed | ; 

rom. 2. Tra. | Saith | Tannerus in like manner, One may kill 


GW... 7.177 
52 Siquisde- DIM, if it be in Defence of his own Goods, or of 


trahat falſis . . At 
criminationi- the Goods of his Society. 
bus apud vi- Saith * Leſſius,If one endeavour to take away 


ros honoratos 


poſſit occidi, ay life, by revealing a ſecret crime, I may kill 
Cm AIM. Nay, if he endeavour to take away but my 


fame damnum 


yentinonp&cr00d name, by revealing a ſecret crime, Imay 
Leiusde Kill him, ſaith 2 At ſame ſaith Filliucius. 
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Friend had againft them, can doubt but they 
mipht lawfully kill him by theſe Dodrines ? 

I name but one for each. Whoſoever would 
ſee more, may find them collected in the ſeventh 
and the thirteenth of the Provincial Letters. 
Though if we had but one Author for each of 
_ »thele Doftrines, that's enough to make a pro- 

bable Do&trine, as they tell us. And then if it is 
probable, we may practiſe ic{afely without fin. 
. I know what any Jeſuit would anſwer to this, 
They would ſay that the Doctrines are ſome 
of them delivered as being only Speculatively 
true; thatis, they are true in their own Na- 
cure ; But, they are not Pratice ſequende, that 
is, in reſpect of the Conſequences, they are 
not to be. reduced to Practice. And why ſo? 
If they are ſpeculatively true, why then are 
they not to be practiſed 2 They themſelves tell 
you why, They would cauſe diſorders in the 
Commonwealth. ' 

Leſsius hath a better Reaſon, for one ofthem 

He ſaith, one ought not to practiſe it, becauſe 


Flllinc. Tb. 
majora ma'a 
in Rep. ſeque- 
rentur. | 
Leſſius de Jua- 
re & Fuft. lib. 
2, C. 9.dub.$, 


if one doth, he- may: be hang'd for it. The**:+7- 


— talis in 


mean while, if one can do it ſo ſecret, as not Rep. bene 
conſtiruri ut 


diſturb .cthe Commonwealth, (and then to be homiciaa ple- 


Reretur. 


ſure he ſhall not hang for it) in that cale. ic is 
Praftice ſequenda, *Tis to be practiſed according 
F to 
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to-thetr DoCttrme. "Oc if nor,” while it is ſpe- 
culatively true; thar the rhing it ſelf is no & 
Who that knows this, and hath a mind to kill 
another, and ſees his Occafion, will make any 
Scruple of Practice ? 5 
Yes, (they will cell you) the Pope hath for- 


* 


bidden it, in that Decree of-the Year 1665. | 


which is ſer down in the end of the laſt Roman 
Idex. To their ſhame be ir ſaid, Theſe Do- 
&rines are forbidden' indeed ; Bur not as being 
Untrue, not as contrary to Gods word, or ha- 
ving any Immortality in them: How: then !. 


He faith, they are ad minimum ſcandaloſs, at 


teaft they are apr rogive Offence, {no doubr 
they are, if we Hererics come to know them :) 
And therefore he charges them-upon their Obe. 


. dienceto himſelf, that they muſt not Practiſe 


theſe Doctrines... 


Had heſaid _ their Obedience 'to God, 
angerous word. It would have. 
made them afraid to practiſe them, eyea in his 


that had been a 


owrr Service, He would take heed of that, not 


- to ſpoil that which may be:a Uſeful Dodtrine. 
But he forbade it forſooth, _ Obedience to. 
raint asthe Pope 


Himſelf, which is fuch a Re 


may. take off when he pleaſeth, 


And: 


EAR 
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And how canwe tell,wvhen he doth, or doth 
not, that which is in his Power ſecretly to door 
not todo? We have only this moaksh which 
to judg : He will do whatſoeyer he (ces beſt 
for the Catholic Cauſe. If he ſees itbeſt for the 
| Cauſe, we ſhalllive. If not, youſeeit is no 
finto kill us; even the Pope being Judg. So 
that now we hold obir Lives at his Courtefie. 

But thanks-be to God, that gives us better 
ſecuricy than that; gives us Government and 
Laws to protect us: Or elle, no man here 
| knows how ſoon he mightbe laid as our Friend 
is before us. : RHP 

And we thank you, Reverend Fathers of the 
Society, if you werethe men that killed him, as 
you are the likelieſt if we may believe your _ 
ſelves; We thank you, that you did notbegin 
with the Government firſt. Thar you' killed 
him, trot the King. There had beena Blow in- 
deed. Wethank you for not beginning with 
That. - Though we have the leſs cauſe, if your 
Plot was againit the King,. and you only took 
this man away, that you _ the berrer cover 
it. We thank you ar leaſt, though we pay 
too dear for it, that you have made the Peo- 
- know your Religion ; that you have A- 

arm'd the State with your Pra@tices; We 
” 3 may 


f 
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may- live: the longer for that, to-thank you 
for it. 6 P27 
But then we muſt remember, we ow this to 
God, not'to you. He it is that hath croſſed 
your Deſign. Ir is he that hath taken away your 
Covering, and fpread reproach on your faces 
in the ſtead. We ſec-what you would be at; 
if not by this, by ſomething elle. | 
And if we faw it by nothing elſe, we know 
it ſufficiently in your Writings. When your 


| Doctrines. are ſo plain, we have no reafon to. 


doubt of your Practices. God ftill deliver us 
from your Bloody hands. God keep England 
from your Bloody Religion. :3h 
This-being ar preſent as far as. we can goin 
the Diſcovery ; all that remains 1s, to return, 
and to-confider our lofs, and to lament over it. 
It was the Conſequence of Abner's Death. The 
King Lamented aver Abner, and the People mept 


- 


aver him again: 


King Davidmourned tor Abner; That was all 
that he could do. Our King hath done more. He 
hath not only. lamented, bur preclaimed: his 
fenſe of it,to:the whole Nation. He hath done ir, 


- once,and again, with all poliible Demonſtrati- 
ons of his. Cre, and of his Concernedneſs, for 


the Diſcovery, and for. the Puniſhment af this 
wickednels.. ah Where 
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Where the King hath begun-to us, 'we ought | 


* to follow him, as I/rae! did'David.' "We'have © © 


' weptalready, we are here'to weep'over him'a- 


gain, And becauſe I would not keep you long 
-1n pain, norſtir you up to fruitleſs Tears, I 
will endeavour to {hew'you how'irmay be a 
uſeful Lamentation. 3 CL ef | 

There is no fruit to Godward, bnt is to be 
brought forth with Patience. And therefore 
firſt, TI muſtcaution-you' to thar,' inthis, and 
all other Trials. It this -Horrible Fa&- were 
committed by thoſe hands, (which of all others 
we have reaſon by all Tokens to fuſpe&) yet 
have Patience, and deal not violently, even 
with them. What by Law may be done; would 
not preclude, I pray for it. Burt otherwiſe, 'tis 
Murther.in you to kill a Jeſit, that thinks it 
none.in ſuchCafes as this to kill you. ' -God be 
thanked, you are no: Diſciples of theirs, bur 
of Him whoſe ſacred name they abule ; that 
Holy Jeſus ; He hath taught us ether Rules, he 


hath ſhewed us other PraCtices.. Love your Ene- Mat. 5, 44. } 


 mies, Bleſs them that curſe you, Pray for them that 
deſpightfully uſe you and perſecute you. Thele 
Rules, and the like, are: the Soul of the Chri- 
| ſtian Religion. | *Tis chat. which ſoftens the 


Heart, and makes. it gentle, and render, and 
piriful,, 
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conder, and oiciful. And fo conforms us to 


the Image of Chriſt, Who being reviled, reviled not * 
again ; When he ſuffered, be threatned npt.; but com- 


mitted bimſelf to him that judgeth Righteouſly, 
Indeed, when 1 conlider the temper thar is re- 


pred eta YOuriſtians - I cannot but bleſs God 
0 


r what I find in the Proteſtant Religion. 1 
cannot bur reflet on the incredible Patience 


that was found in You at the Fire of London.. 
Though {o many believed, and few very much 


doubted whence itcame ; thatic was from the 


ſame hands' which we juſtly. ſuſpect for this 
wickedneſs ; yet there was no Tumult roſe up- 
on it ;-,no Violence done that extended cothe 
Life of, any Perſon, _ 

You then bore patiently that great loſs both 
of your Houſes and of your Goods. And now 
it comes to your Perſons and Lives, tillyour 
Patience continues. Is not this afair proof of 
your Religion? I bleſs God for it; and. pray 
for the like in other things ; "Though this one 45 
a great Teſtimony tous, even our Adverſaries 
themſelves being Judges, if they would but 
conſider it. | 

Had either of theſe things been done or hap- 
oo in any Popiſh Country ; had the Prote- 

a 


nts. been ſuſpected to have had any the leaſt 


Finger 


- in the Earth. 


59 


Finger iti them ; there had not been oneof them 
fuffered to live in that Country. Alas ! without 
that, What have thoſe poor men ſuffered > What 
have they nor ſuffered, who have had their Los 
in Popiſh Countries? in, France a hundred 
thouſand Maſſacted in a ferv days. How many 


more thouſands in Ireland in our Memory ? not 


to ſpeak of the like Slaughters,” un Piedmont, 
and elſewhere.” mn Te eels 

Where can'they ſhew the like in Countries 
of our. Religion > They might haye found ic 
ow here, if we had been like them. - But 
leffed be God, we are not lo, and Thope ſhall 
never be. Do ns Fir TeS 
| Ibeſeechyou tocontinue the ſame Patience 
fill; nor loſe it for any, even the higheſt Pro- 
vocation. Commit your wrongs to him that 


judgeth righteouly ; and under him to the. Ma- 


iſtrate, that bears not the Sword in vain.. The am 13 4 


ing hath alrcady ſhewed his care in this Mat- 
ter, Follow it with yours, in lawful ways. And. 


ifneither of theſe will do, leave the Matter to: 


God. When he makes "6225 for Blood, be.will**m 9: 12+ 


remember them.. We ſhall ſee it in his. time, which 


that ſee it ſhall ſay, Perily there is a God that judgeth 


Next,, 


1s beſt, and thatby ſuch Tokens, that- all men talms8, 1... 
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| Next, Since we ought to imitate thoſe whom 
we praiſe ; let us follow our Friend, in thoſe 


| wag: which were praiſe-worthy in him. I 


might enlarge this in ſundry Particulars, for he 
had not. a few Exemplary Virtues. But I muft 
not enlarge beyond thole that. are of preſent 


Conſideration. 


Let us. firſt endeavour to right him in the In- 
juries that he has” ſuffered, and then not ſhrink 
from our Duties lie of luffering the like 
O_o RON 00 ae bnpns = UN 
_ * For the firſt, He was ready to do all right to 
others, eſpecially it they had been ſo handled 
as he was. If any other, If his Murtherers 
themſelves had beerfuſed thus, he had beenthe 
man to have righted them ; by all lawful means 
to clear the Innocent, to diſcover and to puniſh 
the Guilty. This Duty 1s now Yours, every 
one in his Place, to do all that poſlibly hecan, 
to right his Memory, and to diftover his Mur- 
therers, and to bring them to due Puniſh. 
ment: | 
\'F need not much exhort you to this; and 
therefore next, for that which may be more 
needful ; I beſeech you to follow him in this, 
not to ſhrink ſo far from your Duty as to fear 
chem, He feared chem not for Your ſakes. 
| *T1s 
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' *Tis true, he ſuffered fot (ir; he loft his life. 
But leti'the Devil gernothing: more'by:chat; He 
hopes and. ir ſcems'td. havebcen his detign;. co. 
detet You from Your Duties, 'for fear if you be 
roo forward;he may ſtir " others C0) ſerve You 
inlike-manner. -.- *.- 

- Well, « bur that-will 'nor exrezinly follow. 
They willnot always find men unprovided;nor 
always ready to be-drawn into Traps. You 
ſee: they have awakened the Government, I 
hope'thiswilalſo awaken You.” O how hay 
py ſhould-we be, (chough-we paid ſo dear fe ' 
it,) if, we could gain this by what we have 
loſt - If allwould be ſo vigilant, fo ceſfolved, 
chat. they1might nor know: which co cake/next”; 
If for one Sir'Edmind Godfrey, whom they have: 
taken away, we might ſee twenty, yeaa hun- 
dred ſuch Juſtices in this City, 

- And:thymnaro The Engliſh Spirit i is Generous 
and Bold, as: well as it k- Compalſionate- and: 
Gentle. "They may. be perſuaded or miſled, 
bur they are not ta be- frighted, or 'threatned ; 
no eaſtly iptd their Duries, :1 hope, -much leſs 
out of them.'i Thar, Iccuſt” will never be. 

. Eſpecially, if we remember the good Provi- 
dence .of God, whichis the thirdching, 'If we: 
__ w:. tohim, that hath ſecured us againſt ſo 

.6 | great. 
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JETT TASKS Dangers. | He that delivered 
tions, and the. Lion, (nk Dol b | 


' Wl deliver:me from-the chand of this Philiftins -- 


Wemay argueilikewiſe; He that ſaved us io 
Eighty Eight, he Takes faved! us from the Geupow- 
Fo Plot, he will deliver us from this Curſed: 
Conſpiracy. He will give this fraic of-our Lols, 
and of all their Machunation: againſt us. | 

Who knows, but, in the end, it may prove a: 
faral blow: rotheraſelves ? This, toget her with 
other. things,” which are. aveuntler Ot Conſiders- 
tion, . may. accafion a fair riddance-'ob all that: 
Faction out of England. It may fa » pen co- 
them }.;25 the e: foretold: 1r-woultd co: the: 
Jews, :when they perſecuted the: Chriſtians at 
Theſſalonica, Thar they would bur fill up the mea-- 


1 Theſ. 11, 16, ſure of their Sins, that Wrath mr——_ _ thees 


to the uttermoſt. ; hit 


L pray rather for thei Cditvenary But whe. 


' ther that willever be ; Wherlierthe one, or the 


Pſal. CXRVII, I. 
Cxvil. 6, 


other, we muſt leave thacro.God. | 
Ec Laſtly, Look-toour Selves, chat:all:our: 
ays be plealing: in bis- fight If do, heisable: 
re us: againlt all: others : Bur ocherwiſe 
pars nothing can ſecure us againſt  Flim. Ex- 
ay be keep the:City; the Watchmanwaker but in/vain- 
=z bebe on our! yu wenneed: nat! fear whit mun 


unto 18. There- 
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Therefore cleave we to him, with all our 
Hearts, and Souls. Hold faſt that which he hath 
committed to our Charge, the Goſpel of Chriſt. 
When God fees Truth on our Side, nothing can 
make Him againſtus, bur Sin. | 

Therefore watch alſo againſt Sin, ſhew the 
Truth'of your Faith by qr Works, adorn 
your Holy Profcſfion with a Holy Life. So 
living, Death can be no Surprize to us; even 
ſucka Death, or worſe, if worſe can be. Let 
them kill our Bodies, abuſe them, mangle 
them, as this is, or worle , Letthem burn them, 
and throw our Aſhes whither they rue ; We 
ſhall loſe nochingby it. Ac laſt, all ſhall meec 
again ina happy and bleſſed Reſurreftion. 


